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  This article will ... 
 
Highlight the importance of safeguarding your income stream. 
 
Outline the possible consequences of failing to consider disability income 
insurance. 
 
Explain how income stability is critical to financial wellness. 
  
 

    

  
   

Chances are, your income is your greatest asset, when measured over the course of your 
career. But in a sea of competing financial priorities, it’s all too easy to dismiss the 
importance of having disability income insurance protection. 

That can be a costly mistake. It may help to consider the following cautionary tales: 

In the quaint town of Elmwood, nestled snugly between rolling hills and whispering 
forests, there stood a well that had quenched the thirst of its inhabitants for generations. 
It was a steadfast companion, always ready to offer its life-sustaining liquid to anyone 
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who turned its crank. But, like many things taken for granted, its importance was often 
overlooked. 

One particularly scorching summer, the unthinkable happened — the well ran dry. Panic 
rippled through the town as people realized the gravity of their oversight. Suddenly, the 
act of getting water became an impossibility. Without water, crops withered in the fields, 
livestock languished, and the once-vibrant community fell into ruin. 

As the townsfolk gathered around the barren well, lamenting their misfortune, an elder 
among them spoke up. 

"When the well runs dry, we know the worth of water," he declared, quoting Benjamin 
Franklin. His words hung heavy in the air, serving as a stark reminder of the importance 
of foresight and preparation. 

Let us now transpose this tale from the realm of water to the realm of income — a 
resource equally vital to one’s financial life, yet often taken for granted. Just as the 
townsfolk never fathomed the day when their well would cease to yield water, too many 
individuals fail to consider the possibility of losing their income due to unexpected 
circumstances, such as illness or injury. 

The modern case for disability income insurance 

In the same town of Elmwood, there lived a man named Jack. He was a diligent software 
engineer, pouring his heart and soul into his work each day. Like the rest of his peers, he 
never entertained the thought of his income stream drying up. 

One ordinary day, as Jack sat at his desk immersed in lines of code, a shadow of unease 
crept over him. Fatigue weighed heavily on his shoulders, and a persistent cough echoed 
through his chest. Brushing it off as nothing more than a passing ailment, Jack soldiered 
on, convinced that his health was an unwavering constant. 

However, fate had other plans. What began as a mere cough soon escalated into 
something far more sinister — a diagnosis that would alter the course of his life forever. 
In a cruel twist of fate, Jack found himself grappling with a debilitating illness rendering 
him unable to work, stripping away his primary source of income in an instant.  

As Jack grappled with the physical and emotional toll of his illness, he soon found 
himself facing another harsh reality — the financial strain of his predicament. Without a 
steady income to rely on, bills piled up, savings dwindled, and the once-promising 
future he had envisioned seemed to slip through his fingers. 

In his darkest hour, Jack remembered the words of the wise elder from Elmwood: 
"When the well runs dry, we know the worth of water." It dawned on him that just as the 
townsfolk once underestimated the value of their well until it failed them, he, too, had 



overlooked the importance of protecting his income well. (Take our disability income 
insurance quiz) 

Enter disability income insurance — a beacon of hope amidst the storm. Much like the 
reservoir that ensures a steady supply of water to a community, disability income 
insurance provides financial protection in the event of unforeseen circumstances that 
render an individual unable to work for an extended period of time. 

Imagine if Jack had taken the proactive step of securing disability income insurance 
before his illness. Instead of facing the daunting prospect of financial ruin, he would 
have had peace of mind knowing that a portion of his income was safeguarded, allowing 
him to focus on his recovery without the added burden of financial stress. 

In essence, disability income insurance helps serve as a lifeline, offering a sense of 
security in the face of life's uncertainties. It is a safety net that can catch us when we fall, 
providing the support we need to help weather even the fiercest storms, and ensuring 
that if the well of income runs dry, the flow of financial stability can remain 
uninterrupted1. 

So, let us heed the timeless wisdom of Benjamin Franklin and the cautionary tale of the 
dry well. Let us not wait until adversity strikes to recognize the worth of our income and 
the necessity of helping protect it with disability income insurance. For in the journey of 
life, where uncertainty can lurk around every corner, it is better to be prepared than to 
be caught unaware. After all, it is only when we face adversity that we truly understand 
the worth of what we once took for granted. 

Discover more from MassMutual… 

Is disability income insurance worth it? 

6 ways group disability income insurance may fall short 
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